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in her family; but the oldest copy which has been
preserved is in Sir Pulteney's handwriting, and
though the entries referring to interviews at which
his wife was also present may be taken as her own
recollections, the greater number describe occa-
sions when he went alone to Longwood, and it is
clear that these were written from his dictation.
ThSre is other evidence on this point. Sir Hudson
Lowe, in a letter to Lord Bathurst of May 13,
1817, quoted by Forsyth, mentions that it was
Sir Pulteney's habit to dictate an account of his
conversations with Napoleon to Lady Malcolm.
There is also a letter from Sir Pulteney to his
brother Gilbert, dated July 5, 1816, in which he
relates the interview of the previous day in almost
the same words as the Diary, adding, "I shall
reduce it into a better form by way of Journal".
Some of the conversations recorded in the
Diary have been published, wholly or in part, in
other works which cover the events of 1816-17
at St. Helena. The accuracy of Sir Hudson Lowe's
report of the stormy interview on August 18,1816,
was confirmed at the time by the Admiral, and
Las Gases and O'Meara give Napoleon's version
of what had passed on certain of these occasions.
Many of the views expressed by Napoleon, too,
are familiar through other sources; for, as a
master of argument and phrase, he was inclined
to^^xpatiate on certain themes repeatedly. Yet
this little sketch of life at St. Helena during the
earlier part of the exile bears the mark of accu-
racy; and the Malcolms "stood almost alone